
I am an atheist, out and out. It 
took me a long time to say it. 
I’ve been an atheist for years and 
years, but somehow I felt it was 
intellectually unrespectable to 
say one was an atheist, because 
it assumed knowledge that one 
didn’t have. Somehow it was 
better to say one was a humanist 
or an agnostic. I finally decided 
that I’m a creature of emotion 
as well as of reason. Emotion-
ally I am an atheist. I don’t have 
the evidence to prove that God 
doesn’t exist, but I so strongly 
suspect he doesn’t that I don’t 
want to waste my time.
-- Isaac Asimov
in “Free Inquiry”,  
Spring 1982, vol.2 no.2, p. 9
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Atheists are the ultimate  
Outsiders

A new study by the University of Minnesota 
Department of Sociology has found that 
Americans perceive Atheists as the group 
least likely to embrace common values and 
a shared vision of society.

Worse yet, Atheists are identified as the 
cohort other Americans do not want to see 
their offspring marrying!

These are just some of the results from a 
forthcoming article slated for publication 
in the American Sociological Review by 
Penny Edgell, Joseph Gerties and Douglas 
Hartmann. The research is part of the 
American Mosaic Project which monitors 
attitudes of the population in respect to 
minority groups. AANEWS obtained an 

from atheists.org
advanced copy of the study that was based 
on a telephone survey of more than 2,000 
households.

Researchers concluded: “Americans rate 
atheists below Muslims, recent immigrants, 
gays and lesbians and other minority groups 
in ‘sharing their vision of American society.’ 
Atheists are also the minority group most 
Americans are least willing to allow their 
children to marry.”

Disturbingly, Atheists are “seen as a threat 
to the American way of life by a large portion 
of the American public,” despite being only 
3% of the U.S. population according to Dr. 
Edgell, associate sociology professor and the 
lead researcher in the project.
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